			APPENDIX 2
REMOVAL OF WRECKS & ABANDONED VESSELS

Lynmouth Harbour is not a Statutory Authority however, it can rely on the below to address issues caused by wrecks or abandoned vessels in its domain.

Wreck Removal Powers for Non-Statutory Authorities (NSHA):

· General Lighthouse Authority (GLA) Intervention: 
Where no statutory harbour authority or conservancy authority exists, the General Lighthouse Authority (e.g., Trinity House in England and Wales) may intervene. Under s253 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, the GLA has powers to remove or destroy vessels that are, or are likely to become, an obstruction or danger to navigation or lifeboats.

· Receiver of Wreck (MCA): 
Under the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, the Receiver of Wreck (within the Maritime and Coastguard Agency - MCA) has powers to manage abandoned wrecks. Non-statutory authorities should report wrecks to the Receiver to initiate the legal process of identification and disposal, including disposal of unclaimed wrecks one year after they come into their possession.

· Landowner Rights/Common Law: 
If a vessel is abandoned or wrecked on privately owned seabed or shore, the NSHA may have rights as a landowner (or as a party with the right to operate on that land) to remove the vessel, though this does not typically provide the fast-track removal and cost-recovery options that SHAs enjoy.

· Contractual Terms: 
Many non-statutory operators (e.g., marinas) rely on their berth contracts or terms of business, which often contain clauses permitting the removal of vessels at the owner's expense if they are abandoned or cause a nuisance.

· Merchant Shipping (Wreck Removal Convention) Act 2011: If a wreck is determined to be a hazard, the Registered Owner is responsible for its removal. The Secretary of State can issue a wreck removal notice, which applies to UK waters.

Key Limitations:

NSHAs cannot directly use the 7-day notice of sale or immediate statutory powers of sale under the Harbours, Docks and Piers Clauses Act 1847 to recover costs unless they have obtained these specific powers through other means. They must generally rely on legal action in court to recover removal costs from vessel owners. 

Best Practice for Non-Statutory Authorities:

· Reporting: 
Promptly inform the MCA Receiver of Wreck of any hazard.

· Safety Management: 
While not having direct statutory powers, NSHAs are still advised to follow the Port Marine Safety Code, which requires managing risks from wrecks.

· Contractual Control: 
Ensure licensing or mooring agreements contain clear wreck removal clauses.

