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Policy – Goat Management 
Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council recognise the importance of the feral goats to local 

business and the tourism economy since their introduction many decades ago. Council also 

recognise their responsibilities for welfare of all animals on Council owned land. 

Similarly, Council recognise the community outcry and disenchantment when goats were 

poorly managed, sick and diseased, often encroaching into the villages for food, being too 

numerous to be sustained in the Valley Of Rocks. 

For this reason Council has adopted the following strategy to ensure future strength of the 

goat herd in the Valley Of Rocks whilst discharging their function to protect the property of 

residents and Community well-being. 

The strategy adopted to manage goats on Council land in the Valley Of Rocks is as follows:  
 
1. The stated grazing requirement by Goats under Councils HLS Agreement with Natural 
England is for there to be no more than 50 Goats plus Followers.  
  
2. The management strategy, agreed with Councils veterinary adviser is to maintain a 
'Nanny Only' herd, with castrated Billies.  Any 'Entire' Billies subsequently located will be re-
homed via volunteers. Only if there are insufficient volunteers will Billies be castrated and 
returned to the herd. 

 
3. When numbers are forecast to fall below the set number, nannies or castrated males will 
be imported to keep numbers appropriate to the terrain. 
 
4.  Proper husbandry, including annual round-ups, will maintain and control the herd at circa 
50 plus Followers which is now healthy and sustainable in the Valley Of Rocks, whilst 
retaining the tourist attraction and history.  Should numbers exceed this agreed limit and 
not be suitable to foster, Council will seek to cover financial outlay by sending them to 
market for sale or they would be humanely culled. 
 
 5. The Keeper of Goats will be responsible for Herd records with the Ministry and day to 
day husbandry of the herd.  This may include any means he or someone under his direction 
sees fit, to deal with goat welfare and management.  Any such person must have Council, or 
other landowners’ authority, to operate on their land and be appropriately licensed to do 
so.  Their actions will be subject to personal dynamic risk assessments and those attached to 
their licensing conditions. 
 
6.  This strategy is designed to maintain the Old English Goat strain historically grazing the 
Valley Of Rocks as a unique breed, keeping the age profile, demography and health of the 
herd in a strong position. 


