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LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A CONFIDENTIAL MEETING OF THE PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE HELD AT LYNTON TOWN HALL, ON THURSDAY 25
JANUARY 2024 AT 6.00 PM

Present: Councillors
L Logan (Chairman)
D Garrett
P Hawkins
Officers: Town Clerk, Town Council Secretary
Part 2

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is
advisable in the public interest the press and public are excluded and they be
asked to withdraw.

246/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received in advance from Clirs Hobbs, Peacock and
Rodway. All accepted as valid by Committee

247/23 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY
INTERESTS
No declarations were made.

248/23 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a. Recruitment of Works Foreman

Committee discussed:
i Recruitment of works foreman to commence 27 June 2024. It was
RECOMMENDED

To agree to recruit.

ii.  Advertisement locations of vacancy. It was
RECOMMENDED
To advertise in Job Centre, North Devon Council website, Lyn Valley
News (paper & electronic version) and LinkedIn. The adverts would go

out in the last week in February.

iii.  Job description and starting salary. It was
RECOMMENDED



Job description needs reviewing and updating before this goes out. All
members of this committee will receive a copy of the job description
and a meeting would be convened for Monday 5 February 2024.

Iv. Hand over and overlap period outgoing works foreman to new recruit.
It was

RECOMMENDED
To aim for the advert to go out at end February so will give plenty of

time for recruitment and overlap period (hopefully a 3 week period prior
to 27 June '24).

Application & Interview Dates — Works Foreman

Committee discussed closure date for applications and date of interviews and
it was

RECOMMENDED
As the advert would go out at end of February, the closing date should be 30
March 2024, with interviews in second week of April, selection would be on

the same day, then allowing for 6 weeks’ notice period for the successful
person to start on 1 June 2024.

Seasonal CEO Interview Panel

Three application forms for seasonal CEO role have been received and
interviews will be held on the morning of 7 February 2024, and it was
RECOMMENDED

Interview panel would consist of Councillors Garrett, Rodway and Town Clerk

Meeting Closed 6:45 pm Chairman



LYNTON & LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT LYNTON
TOWN HALL ON THURSDAY 25 JANUARY 2024 AT 7 PM.

PRESENT: Councillors:

L Logan (Mayor)
J Atherton

D Garrett

P Hawkins

T Manning

J Patrinos

A Rodway

OFFICERS: Town Clerk, Town Council Secretary

249/23 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no members of the public present.

250/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted as valid from Cllrs Bassett, Hobbs, Peacock
and Sleep

251/23 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY
INTERESTS
There were none.

252/23 MINUTES

RESOLVED

Minutes of Full Council held on 14 December 2023, copies of which had been
previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the
Mayor.

With Members permission Chairman brought forward item 16. Devon County
Councill

253/23 DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Davis attended and tabled her report which is attached.
Questions

There were none.

254/23 CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR

As no election is necessary and a co-option can take place for the vacancy, it was
RESOLVED

Advert to be placed on social media and in the parish notice boards with a closing
date of 1 March 2024, after which interviews can take place.




255/23 POLICE REPORT
There was no police report. However they would be asked for a formal update of the
recent local crimes at the next meeting.

256/23 PLANNING
Councillor Patrinos reminded members that as in all planning matters, when he
obtains additional information on applications when attending Exmoor National Park
Planning Committee this may necessitate him changing his views

62/41/24/001 - Polly Skye Gallery, The Wishing Well, Castle Hill, Lynton
Proposed new entrance to domestic accommodation. It was

RESOLVED

To support the application subject to any recommendations made by the Historic
Buildings officer.

257/23 COMMUNICATIONS

C. Request from West Exmoor Federation to use upper Valley of Rocks car park
(29/4, 1/5, 7/5) to hold ‘Bikeability’ training to pupils. It was
RESOLVED

Councillors agreed to the first two dates and would like the third date
rearranged if at all possible.
d. Notification of Road Closure for Queen Street 6-8 May 2024 for utility works.

258/23 TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE

Town Clerk outlined how LLTC needs a new host for the website and linking in on
the NDC website as Council have been doing will be expensive. He outlined the
possibility of asking Parish Online to build and maintain website, which would also
give Councillors a gov.uk email address. It was

RESOLVED

To give Town Clerk the go ahead for this.

259/23 REVIEW OF EVENTS COMMITTEE
Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow a member of the public to speak

James Tucker spoke about the possibility of linking the Lyn Valley Classic and other
charity fund-raising events to the Town Hall, by having one organisation which runs,
manages and provides the appropriate insurance cover, and personal legal and
financial protection for organisers and volunteers running such events.

Chairman reinstated Standing Orders

After further discussion, it was

RESOLVED

As there is insufficient information for a decision at this time, this would be reviewed,
making sure of due diligence and brought back to Policy & Finance committee.

260/23 TOWN CRIER FOR LYN VALLEY

Mayor, Cllr Logan has been to events where a Town Crier has been present and he
knows a parishioner who would be willing to take on this role, here in the Lyn Valley.
After discussion, it was




RESOLVED
To support this in principle, Town Clerk to speak with individual and check insurance
liabilities.

261/23 COMMITTEE REPORTS

RESOLVED

That open reports of the following committees, having been circulated, be noted and
recommendations contained therein adopted.

Estates and Amenities Committee 10 January 2024
Minutes 232/23 — 238/23
Policy and Finance Committee 17 January 2024

Minutes 239/23 — 245/23
Minute number 244 f, Grant application, should read ‘To agree in principle subject to
compliance with NHS recruitment procedures.

262/23 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS AND OTHER COUNCIL
COMMITTEES
e Councillor Logan attended the Lyn Lions emergency meeting.
e Councillor Atherton spoke about low cost housing, and the result from the
recent survey identified the area needs 16 low cost houses.
e Councillor Rodway attended the harbour sub-committee.

Councillor Hawkins left the meeting at this point.

263/23 MOTIONS
There were none

264/23 NORTH DEVON COUNCIL
Clir Patrinos reported
e No complaints received about Christmas refuse collections
e Lyn Climate Action involved with 361 energy, and offering free advice at a
walk-in event, possibly at Bowls club, but no date set yet
Questions
Cllr Logan asked for an update on Esplanade wall.

265/23 REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
Town Clerk worked through his report (attached)
Questions

None

266/23 QUESTIONS

Clir Atherton asked about toilets and the impact of the precept

Meeting closed at 9.00pm Chairman



Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council
County Councillors report
January 2024

Some good news to start 2024...........

Tarka Trail missing Link

Long standing members of the Town Council will know that | have been campaigning for this for the 18 years |
have been the County Councillor for Combe Martin Rural.

Proposals have been approved proposals to construct the latest section of the Tarka Trail between Barnstaple
and llfracombe. The £583,000 scheme supported at last month’s Cabinet meeting will complete a missing link
between Buttercombe Lane and Foxhunters as part of a longer-term route to eventually connect Barnstaple to
[Ifracombe.

This new stretch is the second phase of the project and will be built using Active Travel Funding which Devon
County Council received following a successful bid to Government earlier this year.

The scheme is delivering around 700 metres of shared use path, while also installing drainage culverts and
creating a picnic area and several other rest areas.

My aspiration as the local County Councillor is for the Tarka Trail to eventually be mostly off road and
segregated from traffic between Knowle and Willingcott, with the exception of the short section on Nethercott
Road, where the alternative route options are limited.

Currently, the Tarka Trail is off-road from Barnstaple to Braunton Police Station before it transfers on-road to
Willingcott Bridge Junction, just north of Georgeham.

By providing a safe, off-road route more people will be encouraged to walk and cycle to work, place of
education or in their leisure time which can help save money, while also improving health and the local
environment. These latest improvements will provide an alternative to car journeys which will contribute
towards our net zero carbon targets in the county.

Watersmeet Road A39 Update

As an update for the scheme in general — before Christmas a section of failed wall/slope was dug out, and this
revealed a crack in the underlying rock (photo below). This required some additional drilling and fixing of
dowels to ensure the rock is tied together, to provide a safe foundation for the replacement retaining wall.

In addition to these works, there is also a small landslip above the highway just coming out of Lynmouth (photo
also below) that needs to be netted to prevent any more material falling onto the highway, and also a retaining
wall close to this small landslip that has failed (Middleham 2) which we have a ‘lighter touch’ / quicker solution
for. DCC will be looking to address these issues under the same road closure, in addition to the rockface
inspections we are carrying out further along Watersmeet Road.

Call for sites: EV charging at Parish and Community car parks in Devon

Devon County Council (DCC) have been provisionally allocated £7m by the Department for Transport’s Local
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) fund, and are working with district councils and others to develop the
project. This project will enable Devon local authorities to deliver chargepoints across the county over coming
years in parish and community car parks, local authority car parks, and on-street locations.

DCC are now seeking Parish Councils and community groups interested in hosting an Electric Vehicle charging
point in a car park they own. We understand that many Parish, Town Hall, and Community Hall car parks are
owned by community trusts, and these sites will also be eligible. If you are interested in hosting an EV
chargepoint please complete the form linked below. DCC will then assess the sites and provide feedback and
further details. An outline of the proposed chargepoint type, car park requirements, and proposed delivery
approach is included in the link. At this stage, there is no binding commitment needed to the project by parish
councils or community groups as this is only a call for sites. To find out more and complete the form, please
visit:

https://forms.gle/Y72qpbDrm85tBGiX7

Cedars Crossing Scheme- potential for traffic congestion.

Not in Combe Martin Rural division but | realise the significance for us all assessing services in Barnstaple
therefore | wanted to warn you and your councillors about roadworks started on 22nd January for the Cedars
crossing scheme.

The works will have a duration of 20 weeks. There are multiple utilities to be moved, hopefully all the various
companies will stick to their timelines.

We can expect significant delays as a result of these works as there are limited alternative routes.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FY72qpbDrm85tBGiX7&data=05%7C02%7CAndrea.Davis%40devon.gov.uk%7C644ee073046e43a0684f08dc11cad6ed%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638404810172292520%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9abnZz4M1f6WfZ0P3BGN1BDKIL5idlH8y7ucBXnqG0Q%3D&reserved=0

There will be four way traffic signals, manually controlled. Signals will be taken down when there isn't anyone
working as long as it is safe to do so, signals will be removed for the bank holiday weekend.

There is a dedicated email address for the scheme should you wish to make contact;
DCC-Cedars-Roundabout@wsp.com

Grit bins and information about gritting routes

With the colder weather we can expect to be using the grit bins, if you find a bin which needs filling there is an
easy to use grit bin map on the website, just click on the icon and ask for it to be filled, damaged bins can also
be reported here.

There is a map of the gritting routes in Devon but | would advise that when out driving in icy conditions to treat
all roads as if they haven’t been gritted as it needs friction for the grit to work.

Grit Bins map — Road and Transport (devon.gov.uk)

Highway defects

Following the recent cold weather we can expect an increase in potholes, please would you report any you come
across at Report a pothole - Devon County Council

Drainage issues; Report standing water, flooding or blocked drains - Roads and transport (devon.gov.uk)

You will see on the website there are other highway categories such as fallen trees etc.

Highway emergency number is :0345 155 1004 (If you are reporting an emergency that is very likely to present
an imminent threat to life or serious injury or serious damage to property)

Peninsula Transport Draft Transport Strategy consultation

Many of my Parish councils kindly got involved with the Peninsula Transport vision consultation, we are now
consulting on the draft Transport Strategy.

The consultation on the draft transport strategy is now live, running from Monday 11 December until Monday 5
February (inclusive).

Although the work goes wider than Devon by working together all authorities are speaking with a collective
voice on our strategic transport links — filling the gap between local and national ambitions. It is a strategy for
the user and there it is important that we understand if it meets the needs of those relying on our transport links,
so please do send us your views.

Peninsula Transport are hosting the consultation online, you can access the consultation space

here: https://www.peninsulatransport.org.uk/peninsula-transport-strategy-consultation/

Please find a briefing here: http://www.peninsulatransport.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/PT_TS-
consultation-stakeholder-briefing_ FINAL .pdf

Happy New Year, looking forward to working with you in 2024

Andrea Davis
County Councillor Combe Martin Rural division
Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk
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TOWN CLERKS REPORT

January 2024
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AGENCY UPDATE -
e Quarterly Meeting NDC Waste & Recycling — Pleased with resupply of

missing items to Lyn Valley and covering missed collections. No issues.

Lower Lyndale CP —Mini Armco installed

Harbour Slipway Algae — Solution applied. Main slipway area covered by
silt.

Seasonal CEO - 3 applicants thus far

Car Parks Lines and Surfaces — report submitted to Car Park Manager for
funding to refurbish 1,631m of lining and be legally compliant

Harbour Arm — TC bid to NDC for funding to undertake refurbishment works
on stone wall (Scaffold alone circa £6Kk)

e Quarterly Harbour Safety Audit — Convened 25 January 2024 - no issues

COUNCIL PROPERTY

e Nature Reserve — Branching Out Fund reimbursement submitted and TC
sought solution to slippery ramp/water ingress to Bird Hide under warranty.

e Dangerous Tree — A39 Countisbury Hill removed

e Community Ownership Fund — Town Council application for Toilet funding
submitted by TC and ClIr Garrett

e Toilet survey complete by Healthmatic — LTC only required to install 3 way
electricity spurs in each of three blocks to facilitate equipment installation

e Allotments — Resident has had Oil tank moved so works can be undertaken
to reinforce bank subsidence

e Town Hall — Scaffold to be installed over main stairway as mezzanine level to
facilitate repair and painting of ceiling and walls etc. during February

COUNCIL BUSINESS

LTC to advertise and Co-Opt to fill the vacant seat.

Environment Agency application extending HLS for 4 years submitted with Natural
England consent for the SSSI in Valley of Rocks

New Website planned with Parish OnLine costs to be approved by Committees in
February cycle.

Emergency works/spending this month:
Road Closures:
Now until February 2024 — A39 Watersmeet for safety works

Kevin A Harris — Town Clerk — January 2024.




LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ESTATES AND AMENITIES
COMMITTEE HELD IN LYNTON TOWN HALL ON WEDNESDAY 14
FEBRUARY 2024 AT 7.15PM

Present: Councillors
A Rodway (Chair)
A Hobbs
C Sleep
Absent: P Hawkins, T Manning
Also Present: D Garrett
Officers: Town Clerk, Town Council Secretary
267/22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Councillors Logan and Peacock
268/22 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no members of the public present.
269/22 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY
INTERESTS

Councillor Garrett declared an interest in item 6b, Matters for
Recommendation, Land at Station Hill as this land is adjacent to her

property.

270/22 MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That minutes of Estates & Amenities Committee Meeting held on 10 January 2024,
be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.

271/22 MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS
Planning

WTCA 24/03 — Garson House Care Home, 7 Lee Road, Lynton

Works to trees in a conservation area: removal of 2 no. cherry trees and
general trim of some overhanging branches of nearby trees, it was
RESOLVED

To support the application, subject to Tree Officers satisfaction.

62/41/24/002LB — Convent of Poor Clares, Lee Road, Lynton
Listed building consent for the proposed replacement of 2 no. external timber
doors. (part retrospective) It was



RESOLVED
To have no objection to the application.

272/22 MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a.

Current Works Schedule

Committee ratified prioritisation of works and associated costs, and it was
RECOMMENDED

To add Harbour steps opposite Rising Sun, use new liquid treatment, where
cracks in concrete have developed. In addition, on the completed bench
installation works, Mars Hill bench needs to be added.

Land at Station Hill

A letter has been received from parishioners expressing an interest in the
parcel of land on Station Hill. It was

RECOMMENDED

To make a pre-application enquiry visit with Head of Planning to preview site
and options.

Request from Sailing Club (from Harbour sub-committee meeting)

They would like a key to be made available to them for the electrical supply in
Rhenish Tower. It was

RECOMMENDED

As Councillor Hobbs is a member of Sailing Club, He would keep hold of the
key to Rhenish Tower supply.

Funding Opportunity

Committee discussed signing up to The North Devon Community Lottery for:
i. Refurbishment and preservation of Lynton Town Hall
ii.  Provision of public toilets in Lynton & Lynmouth

It was

RECOMMENDED

To take this further and Town Clerk would register LLTC interest in this.

Refurbishment of Holding Cells in Lynton Town Hall

Committee discussed this possible future project and bid for grant funding from
National Lottery and others. It was

RECOMMENDED

To make sure cells are water tight and if and when funding comes through the
project will be ready to go.

E.V. points in the Parish

Councillors discussed locations within the Parish that they wish to see as
charging points on Council assets, notwithstanding the challenges with electric
sub-stations. It was

RECOMMENDED

Both Upper and Lower Valley of Rocks car parks would be ideal spots and
possibly yard behind Town Hall.



273/22 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION
a. Planning Decisions

62/41/23/029 — Lee Abbey, Road from Castle Rock to Woody Bay,
Lynton

Proposed installation of solar PV on existing barn roofs.

APPLICATION APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

62/41/23/032 — Bakers Court House, Lee Road, Lynton

Proposed conversion of dwelling to self-catering holiday unit at ground
floor with owners accommodation on first floor together with erection of
first floor extension

APPLICATION REFUSED

The meeting closed at 8pm Chairman



LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE POLICY AND FINANCE
COMMITTEE HELD AT LYNTON TOWN HALL, ON WEDNESDAY 21
FEBRUARY 2024 AT 6.30PM

Present: Councillors
B Peacock (Chair)
J Atherton  (Vice Chair)
D Garrett
L Logan
A Rodway
C Sleep

Officers: Town Clerk and Town Council Secretary

274/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Bassett and Patrinos

275/23 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were 14 members of the public present, most to request the re-
opening of the town hall (outside) toilets. A heated discussion took place
on this topic as people felt the most useful toilets to keep open would be
the town hall ones rather than bottom meadow toilets. It was explained to
them how North Devon Council would have shut all of the toilets had
Lynton & Lynmouth Town Council not taken them on, and as this exercise
will be very expensive, the decision was made to close the block of toilets
with the least footfall. Also explained was the fact that this decision
cannot be overturned for 6 months (Standing Orders) and will need 8
signatures from the Councillors. It was

RECOMMENDED

This would be an agenda item at Estates & Amenities in June.

276/23 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY
INTERESTS
There were no declarations.

With Members permission, Chair brought forward item 6c, Matters for
Recommendation, Blacklands Shelter and suspended Standing Orders to
allow a member of the public to speak

277/23 MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

C. Blacklands Shelter
The parishioner who has requested permission to open a
coffee shack in Blacklands Shelter spoke to Members and
confirmed he had completed initial tasks from Council
regarding South West Water, any possible competition, any



278/23

planning issues and he explained about water, electric and
grey waste water, all to Councils satisfaction.

Chair reinstated Standing orders
After a short discussion about rental costs, it was

RECOMMENDED
They could go ahead with their plans.

MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 17
January 2024 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct

record.

279/23

MATTERS UNDER DELEGATED POWERS

a.

280/23

INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT - January 2024

Committee to receive the January 2024 Income & Expenditure reports.
It was

RESOLVED

Committee received the January 2024 Income & Expenditure report.

SEASONAL UNDERTAKINGS - January 2024
Committee to authorise adoption of Undertakings. It was
RESOLVED

To adopt the Seasonal Undertakings.

BALANCE SHEET — MONTH 10

Committee to receive the Balance Sheet for Month 10. It was
RESOLVED

Committee received the Balance Sheet, month 10

ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS for Payment

Committee to authorise Finance Officer to make payments as listed in
the report. It was

RESOLVED

That the attached list of payments be authorised for BACS transfer.

MATTERS FOR RECOMMENDATION

a.

Grant Application from Visit Lynton & Lynmouth

As funds are available for contributions to tourism (previously available
to LETA) Visit Lynton & Lynmouth have requested a contribution
towards printing and distribution of promotional leaflets around North
Devon, and also to help with hosting costs of the Visit Lynton &
Lynmouth website. It was

RECOMMENDED

To grant Visit L&L the funds requested.



281/23

Earmarked Reserves

Members were requested to consider whether these funds should
automatically be transferred to corresponding Earmarked Reserve
funds, and to review the current position and confirm carry forwards. It
was

RECOMMENDED

With the exception of 6030/300 Worksforce Vehicle replacement fun,
and 7330/310 Establishment IT replacement fund which would be
brought back to P&F March, the Earmarked funds were agreed.

MATTERS FOR INFORMATION

a.

Agency Budget 2024/25

Town Clerk informed Members that North Devon Council have agreed
a lower surplus than expected and agency budget has been reduced
accordingly.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm Chairman



